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Syllabus: Algebra 1
Course Description

This one-year college preparatory course will help students to view algebra not only as a theoretical tool for analyzing and describing mathematical relationships, but they will also experience the power of algebraic thinking in a context of applications by studying the mathematical modeling of real-world problems. The course content will include a rigorous approach to solving, graphing, and writing linear quadratic, rational, and exponential functions.

Semester 1

· Unit 1: Function Relationships

· Unit 2: Solving Linear Equations

· Unit 3: Linear Functions

Semester 2

· Unit 4: Exponents and Polynomial Functions

· Unit 5: Quadratic Functions

· Unit 6: Probability and Statistics

· Unit 7: Power and Exponential Functions

Objectives of the Course

· Students will be able to demonstrate an understanding of the fundamental concepts of algebra including: graphing and interpreting linear, quadratic, exponential and rational equations, inequalities and functions, solving linear systems, the property of exponents, and operations with polynomials including factoring .

· Students will be able to translate word problems into mathematical problems and solve them. 

· Students will be able to construct, read and interpret data from tables and graphs.

Recommended Materials*

1. Sharpened Pencils (mechanical pencils preferred)

2. Ink Pens (any color)

3. Lined paper

4. 4 X 4 or 5 X 5 Grid graph paper

5. Ruler (clear is preferred)

6. 1” Binder with a set of 5 dividers

7. Calculator (The recommended calculator for use in class is the Texas Instruments TI-NSPIRE Graphing Calculator. If students are unable to obtain a graphing calculator they should at a minimum bring a scientific calculator with them to class that has the ability to manipulate fractions, in this case the Texas Instruments TI-30X IIS Scientific Calculator is preferred. All calculators mentioned are permissible for use on standardized tests including the MEAP, MME, ACT, PSAT and SAT. Students will not be allowed to use calculators on their cell phones as all cell phones should be silenced and not visible while in school.)

*Not all materials will be used every day; however students should bring all materials daily. It is better to have the supplies and not need them, than to need them and not have them on a particular day.

Operation Graduation

The primary goal of Community High School is to assist all students in earning a high school diploma. As a staff, we have agreed that there are 3 behaviors we expect from our students:

1. BE PRESENT – That means students should be here in school daily. Additionally, students must be alert and well-rested in order to complete the day’s tasks.
2. BE  PRODUCTIVE – That means students should always participate in the day’s activities, work hard to complete assignments, ask questions when they are confused and diligently submit completed assignments for evaluation.

3. BE POSITIVE – That means students should keep maintain a positive attitude about their academic experience, the focus should be on graduation.

Grading
Every assignment will be worth 100 points. Since students will be evaluated using assessments that are formal and informal, individual and group,  it is necessary to apply percentages to each category of assessment, per the Warren Consolidated Schools Grading Policy..
Homework 25% 
Assignments completed as students are working towards mastery will be considered homework. Students will receive 2 grades for these types of assignments: (1) 100% for attempting and completing each part of the assignment and (2) a score based on the accuracy of the responses given. 

Assessments 75%

All assessments will indicate a student’s knowledge of concepts that have been taught over time. Assessments such as binder checks, quizzes, tests and projects will reflect the student’s mastery of course content at a given point in the course. 
Group work – Students will learn to work cooperatively with others through group assignments that will be completed inside the classroom. Group assignments allow each team member to bring their best assets to the group and gain a deeper understanding of concepts through peer-to-peer communications.

Missing Assignments – Students have 10 days from the date an assignment is due to submit their missing assignment. The overall score of the assignment will be deducted 5 points for each day it is late. Late projects will not be accepted.
Syllabus information acknowledgement 
I,    _________________________________________ (printed parent/guardian name) have read the above syllabus with my student __________________________________ (printed student name) and I understand what is expected of my student this year in math class. Because I want to help my student succeed in school:
· I will check Parent Portal regularly. www.wcskids.net/parentportal 
· I will check the course website for assignments and important dates. www.mrsglenn.weebly.com  
· I will contact Mrs. Glenn with questions or concerns. lglenn@wcskids.net or 586-574-3171 ext 20111
Student signature ____________________________________
Date _________________
Parent/guardian signature _____________________________
Date _________________
Parent E-mail (BLOCK LETTERS PLEASE)
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